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Editor:  1st Lt Ruth A. Peterson As we approach the New Year it is a good time to reflect on what we 

have done and what we have learned. It is a time to look at the accom-

plishments of individuals on our team and the team itself. 

As I look back on the year 2007, I realize that in January 2008 it will 

have been one year since I took up the position of Commander for the 

Lewis County Composite Squadron. I have learned a lot in the past year 

and I am sure each member of the squadron has learned and grown in some way in their CAP 

career. One thing I have learned is that I have a lot more to learn! Life should always be a 

quest for knowledge and understanding. Seeking out information should be a major part of 

each day in your life. 

Here are a few facts about this Squadron.  

1.    Currently we have 58 Cadets, 27 senior members, 10.5% of Washington Wing Ca-

dets are in our Squadron and about 4% of the seniors in Washington State. 

2.    Even without having a CAP Corporate airplane our Squadron flew more cadet orien-

tation flights than any other squadron in the Wing. 

3.    Our Squadron sent more Cadets to summer encampment than any Squadron in 

Washington State and also had a large portion of our Cadets as staff for the encamp-

ment as well.  

4. We participated actively in… 

A.  Squadron Banquet                             B.  Motivation Phase weekend 

C.  Finished the Rocketry Program         D.  Sarex In Bremerton 

E.    Wing Graded Evaluation                 F.  2 BME’s 

G.   Chehalis Air Fair                             H.  Olympia War Birds 

I.     Memorial Wall                                 J.  Numerous Color Guards 

K.   Trip to Air National Guard Base      L.  WCA, WTA and Region SAR Academy 

M.   Orientation Flights                           N.  Flower Bowl sales and Seattle to Portland Bicycle Race 

O.   Operation Grey Falcon 

 

5.    We had Senior members attend Squadron Leadership School, Corporate Learning Course, And the Unit Commanders 

Course.  

6.    We held a First Aid class. 

7.    We held a Basic Communications class; we also had members pass ACUT tests at the WTA training. 

8.    Our Squadron Van, though older (1995) won the “Best of Fleet” award at the graded SAR Evaluation in Ephrata, WA. 

9.    We have an office at the Centralia Airport 

10.   Our Squadron is the Caretaker of the Blanik Glider for Washington Wing. 

 

While I could go on with other items I think it is quite apparent that we have been busy. I believe in my heart that this 

Squadron has grown over the past year not only in numbers, but in Pride, Soul and Determination. I am proud to be associated 

with this group of ladies and gentlemen. Thank you for your hard work and I look forward to a great year in 2008! 

Remember, it is not enough to conceive of an Idea alone. It is the execution and implementation of the idea as a plan that 

makes it great. Be thinking of ways to improve your portion of the team. Bring solutions to problems and help correct any defi-

ciencies you see. 

By 1st Lt Daniel Whalen, CAP, LCCS Commander 
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Swimming, PT, Pool, Foos-ball, Drill-downs, inspections, movies, and stra-

tegically saving the world from a terrorist attack; these are a few of the 

things that took place at the 53rd Basic Marksmanship Encampment on No-

vember 16-18, 2007. However, when asked what their favorite part of the 

weekend was, the cadets came back with a not-so-surprising response: 

“SHOOTING!!!” 

When the cadets arrived at the First Christian Church on Friday night, they checked in, 

unloaded their gear, and began their first firearm class given by the BME Range Officer, Bob 

Fahnestock. In this class, he taught them about each of the five different types of rifles, what a 

bullet consists of, safe rifle handling (ask a cadet who attended to tell you the 3 rules!), how pre-

cision shooting works, and finally, they watched two videos teaching them the four shooting po-

sitions that they would be using for the next two days. 

The next day the cadets were woken up at 5:00 IN THE MORNING to do PT!!! After that, 

they changed into their BDU’s, ate breakfast, their barracks were inspected, and finally, they 

loaded up into the vehicles and were transported to the range. 

When they got there, they were briefed by the Range Officer and assigned shooting partners 

and stations (what part of the range to shoot on.) One side of the range was used by the returning 

shooters, and the other side by first-time shooters. The cadets shot for 8 hours that day, with only 

a quick stop to march to a nearby park kitchen for lunch. 

At 4:00, the cadets ceased firing and cleaned up the range. Then, cold, hungry, and covered 

with lead, they headed back to the church to change into civies and eat. After that, they were 

driven to the pool for a swim, which did a good job of cleaning them off!! For those who didn’t 

want to swim, they had other options of pool and foos-ball. 

After an hour, the cadets again headed back to the church. The new shooters had a discussion 

group and a test on everything they had been taught so far, while the returning shooters watched 

a movie.  

As soon as the test was finished, all the cadets, lead by Lt. Jon Shea, participated in a com-

plex teamwork activity that envolved the Pentagon, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and bombs that 

detonated if moved incorrectly!! After this, the F.o.D. (Flight of Distinction) award was given to 

Bravo flight for their excellent performance over the weekend.  Finally, the cadets were “tucked 

in” at 12:15. Needless to say, they were tired. 

The next day, after being allowed to sleep until 6:00 am, the cadets woke up, had a quick 

breakfast, and began the ½ hour TOTAL cleanup of every room they had used that weekend. 

However, thanks to everyone, they finished quickly and had time to spare!!! 

The cadets were then transported to the range to begin shooting for another 

4 hours. At 12:00, the range went “cold,” and the cadets marched to the kitchen 

to be served Lt. Ruth Peterson’s famous Taco Soup.  When they were finished, 

the cadets returned to the range, cleaned it spotlessly, and were introduced to 

the graduation procedures, which took place at 14:00. 

With their parents and families watching, the cadets were individually called 

up and they proudly received the awards they had earned over the weekend. 

In a nutshell, this was an extremely fun, educational, and memorable week-

end for all those involved; the cadets put 110% of themselves into staying safe, 

enjoying themselves, and making this activity as successful as it was! 

Congratulations to all those who graduated from BME #53, and all of those 

who did not attend, I look forward to seeing you at BME #54!! 

BME 53BME 53BME 53BME 53 
 by Joseph L. Currall, C/2dLt, USCAP 

Cadet Commander, Basic Marksmanship Encampment #53 
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●Dec 06 Tommy Whalen               Jan 03—Zach Hail                        Jan 24—Andrew Martin     

                    

●Dec 30 Katina Isham                  Jan 25 - TJ Williams                                 

December & January Birthdays    

BME 53 Facts 

●Eric Tibbits to C/CMSgt 

●Paul Anderson  to C/TSgt 

●Kayla Hughes to C/TSgt 

●Zack Isham to C/A1C 

●Meghan McCormick to C/Amn 

November Promotions    

It has been almost a year since I took the position of cadet commander, and although it 

doesn’t seem like that long, it has been a successful year and much on the list of squadron 

goals has been accomplished thanks to a great staff of cadets and seniors. My main hope 

for net year is that we grow at either the same rate or quicker, but for now I want to con-

gratulate everyone who has been promoting and gained new positions on staff.  You guys 

and gals are the future of the squadron when C/2d Lt Shea, C/Lt Col Peterson, C/1st Lt 

Hamilton, C/2d Lt Currall and I are gone.  The responsibilities will lie in your hands, and 

I have the confidence that whoever puts themselves to it in this squadron can and will go a long way.  So 

with that, I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Also another thing, go to 

winter encampment if possible - it’ll be a blast!  

Afterburner 
A word from our Cadet Commander, C/1st Lt Kyle Whalen 

We had 44 cadets on the roster, with 23 returning shooters. 
 
On Sunday, a few returning cadet shooters gave up their shooting 
time to assist the younger shooters that were having trouble quali-
fying. 
 
The cadets fired just under 7,000 rounds of ammunition. 
 
Out of the 44 shooters, we had 14 Sharpshooters with 3 cadets 
qualifying with over 4 bars in one weekend, 1 qualified Expert, and 
5 were shooting for the Distinguished Expert. 

Most of you will note that this Fireball 

was supposed to be the December issue.  

I apologize for it being almost two 

months late.  Due to the flood issues in 

my community, I fear that normal CAP 

activities took a back seat.  Hopefully, 

the Fireball will be able to be put back 

on it’s regular production schedule.  

Thank you for your patience.    

1st Lt Ruth A Peterson 



Important Dates—Add to your Calendar TODAY! 

 

 

 

 

DATE          TOPIC                   

Dec 6          Business drill  

Dec 13        Operations Training 

Dec 20        Senior Training 

Dec 27        Cadet Programs 

Civil Air Patrol 

Websites of interest for Cadets: 

National CAP Website 
(Check out the National encampments!  You 

must sign up for them by the end of Dec.) 

http://www.cap.gov/ 
Washington CAP Website 

http://www.wawg.cap.gov/ 
The Hock Shop (For Uniforms) 

http://www.thehock.com/ 

OFFICER DRILL SCHEDULE 

THURSDAYS IN DECEMBER 

6:30 pm— SCOUT LODGE 
 

At 3rd and Adams 
Chehalis, WA 

We are working on a squadron 
website that will allow cadets to 
find information about upcom-
ing events, forms, and other in-

formation .  Check us out at: 
www.lewiscountycap.org 

For More Info, go to www.wawg.cap.gov.  Click on Members. 
Under Members, click on Cadet Programs.  If you have any 
questions about events (price, how to apply, etc) call your 
‘higher-ups’, and they can help you out!  
 
15-17 February—WTA This will be a weekend full of training 
with something for all cadets.  This will also include a Camp 
Arnold.  After you complete the Camp Arnold you will have 
completed all of the requirements to receive your second 
stripe, and you will receive your promotion two months af-
ter getting your first stripe.  C/Lt Col David Peterson will be 
one of the instructors.  Of course, there will be classes for all 
other interests.  Stay tuned for the schedule which will be 
posted on the WAWG mailing list. 

The March WTA will include a school for NCO’s taught by 
our own C/Lt Col David Peterson and C/2d Lt Jonathan Shea, 
so you know it will be a fabulous weekend of learning and ex-
citement (not to mention FUN!). 
 
11—13 April—Spring Conference.  This will be held in Olym-
pia, so you could just drive up for the events each day, but it is 
always more fun to spend the weekend!  Put it on your calen-
dars! 

PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for 

articles is on the 15th of the 

month. 

Schedules must be in by the 

20th. Send to the editor at  

Grpete@centurytel.net 

The Fireball is an unofficial 

newsletter, published monthly 

in the interest of the members 

of Lewis Co. Composite 

Squadron, Civil Air Patrol.  

Opinions expressed by 

the publishers and writers are 

their own, and are not to be 

considered official expressions 

of CAP or the U.S. Air Force. 

Advertisements in this 

publication do not constitute 

an endorsement by CAP or the 

Dept. of the Air Force of the 

products or services 

advertised. 

Note: Occasionally the 

Officers meet at the 

Chehalis Airport so call 

Lt. Whalen to confirm 

meeting place. 


